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  GLAD      TIDINGS  

Photo: Holy Family Midnight Mass 

REJOICE! CHRIST IS BORN! 

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the 

Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

             Isaiah 9:6 



 

 

  

Carta Del Parocco 
 

¡Otro año de gracia! ¡Ha sido un año fructífero en frutos 

espirituales en la Parroquia de la Sagrada Familia! Nuestros 

programas de catequesis y de iniciación cristiana para adultos 

están creciendo mucho. Tenemos un ministerio activo para 

jóvenes adultos, un grupo juvenil y ¡estamos comenzando un 

grupo juvenil para adolescentes! Hemos 

celebrado varios matrimonios y bautismos de bebés. Muchas parejas 

se están preparando para el matrimonio. ¡Tenemos personas que están 

discerniendo su vocación al sacerdocio y a la vida religiosa! Nuestra 

vida dominicana ha sido sólida, con una excelente fraternidad, 

hermosa oración comunitaria y un sentido compartido de pertenencia a 

la parroquia y a la Misión Alaska en general. 

 

Algo que me entusiasma particularmente es la cantidad de feligreses 

que han estado invitando a otros a Misa. La Misión Alaska no es solo 

una iniciativa dominicana, sino que nos involucra a todos y comienza 

en la Parroquia de la Sagrada Familia. 

 

Por favor, oren por nosotros mientras discernimos los próximos pasos. 

Nuestro objetivo es seguir aumentando el número de dominicos en 

nuestra comunidad en Alaska. También es nuestro objetivo seguir 

formando a nuestros feligreses comprometidos con una mentalidad 

misionera: invitar a otros a la iglesia, acompañar a las personas en su 

camino hacia Cristo, ¡ser evangelizadores en la Última Frontera! 

 

Todas estas iniciativas deben estar fundamentadas en la oración, 

específicamente en la oración ante la Eucaristía y arraigadas en la 

Palabra de Dios. 

 

¡Sigamos profundizando nuestra relación con Cristo a través de los 

sacramentos, la oración y el estudio! ¡Sigamos invitando a la gente a 

Misa, al estudio bíblico y a nuestros diversos grupos! Sobre todo, 

¡mantengamos siempre presente el objetivo de llegar al cielo para 

convertirnos en santos! Ese será el factor determinante en nuestro 

discernimiento a lo largo de los años. ¡Siempre adelante! 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from Fr. James 
 

Another year of Grace!  It’s been a bumper crop year  

for spiritual fruits at Holy Family!  Our CCD and  

OCIA are really growing.  We have an active young  

adult ministry, youth group, and are starting a Junior  

High youth group!  We have had several marriages,  

and also several infant baptisms!  We have many couples 

preparing for marriage.  We have people discerning vocations 

to the Priesthood and religious life!  Our own Dominican life 

has been robust with very good fraternity, beautiful communal 

prayer, and a joint sense of ownership for the Parish and the 

wider Mission Alaska! 

 

One thing that I’m particularly excited about is how many 

parishioners have been inviting others to Mass!  Mission 

Alaska is not merely a Dominican initiative but involves all of 

us and starts with Holy Family. 

 

Please pray for us as we discern next steps!  It is our goal to 

keep expanding the numbers of Dominicans in our community 

in Alaska.  It is also our goal to keep forming our very 

committed parishioners into a missionary mindset - to invite 

others to church, to accompany persons on the way to Christ - 

to be evangelists in the Last Frontier! 

 

All of these initiatives must be founded on prayer – specifically 

in prayer before the Eucharist and rooted in God’s Word. 

 

Let’s keep deepening our relationship with Christ through the 

sacraments, prayer, and study!  Let’s keep inviting people to 

Mass, Bible Study, and our various groups!  Above all, let’s 

keep the goal of getting to heaven to become a saint ever before 

our eyes!  That will be the ultimate factor in our discernment 

through all the years!  Siempre Adelante!!! 
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GLAD TIDINGS 

Published eleven times a year at Holy Family,  

811 W. 6th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501 

www.holyfamilyalaska.org 

 

Editorial Board 

Fr. James Junipero Moore, Editor and Publisher 

Letha Flint, Production Editor 

Production 

Proofreaders: Sharon Abrahamson, Cathy Hiebert and Petie 

Strang; Translation: Lupe Ortega; IT support: George Lochner. 

Advisory Board 

Theresa Bird, Fran Lopinsky, Deacon Dave Van Tuyl 

Assembly Team – led by Jerry Perkins 

Michael Bagenski, Micky Becker, Bob Flint, John Hillebrand, 

Manny Lazado, Fran Lopinsky, Tom McCormick, Larry and 

Maribel Nakata, Stephen Plattus, Cathy Rasmuson 

Monthly circulation 

Over 1000, includes members, guests, friends, New Sagaya, 

Mission Alaska sites 

 

TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH 
Go to the Holy Family website at hfocak.org, or 

Complete a form in the pews, or Call the office 

2 ST. PAUL’S CORNER will be closed the month 

of January for system upgrades. 

http://www.holyfamilyalaska.org/


 

  SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS, 

OP 
Fran Lopinsky 
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WHAT IS THOMISM? 
Br. Anthony Martin, OP 

Feast Day:  January 28 

Patron: Scholars, Students,  

Booksellers; Catholic Schools  

and Universities 
 

Because he was a large man and  

hardly spoke, some of his fellow  

students called him the Dumb Ox.  

Thomas was anything but dumb. 
 

Born on January 28, 1225, in Sicily, Italy, 

Tommaso d’Aquino began his education at age five 

at the Benedictine Abbey of Montecassino. Thomas 

studied at universities in Cologne and Paris, 

receiving the finest education available at the time.  

Aristotle, in particular, would later influence his 

theological philosophy.   
 

While studying at university, Thomas became 

acquainted with members of the Order of Preachers 

and asked to be received into the order.  His family 

bitterly opposed his decision, so much so that his 

brothers kidnapped Thomas and held him prisoner 

in a tower for one year.  After all attempts to 

dissuade him failed, the family arranged for his 

escape, probably to save the family name. Thomas 

became a Dominican preacher and teacher and 

traveled continuously for the rest of his life.  
 

While traveling on the Appian Way to attend the 

Second Council of Lyon, Thomas struck his head on 

the branch of a fallen tree and died a few days later 

on March 7, 1274, at age 49.   Pope John XXII 

canonized him on July 18, 1323. 
   
Thomas was given the title “Angelic Doctor” for his 

wisdom and clarity. His immense body of work 

includes the Summa Theologica.  He wrote many 

hymns and prayers including Adoro te Devote and 

Tantum Ergo from Pange Lingua Gloriosi Corporis 

Mysterium. Honored as a Doctor of the Church 

Thomas is considered to be one of the Church’s 

greatest philosophers and theologians. 
 

[Holy Family will celebrate Thomas’ Feast Day 

with a reception on the 28th. See poster on the 

Dominican page.] 

 

 

 

 

This month we celebrate the feast  

day of St. Thomas Aquinas on  

January 28. St. Thomas was a  

Dominican Friar who wrote many 

theological works that continue to  

form the heart of the Church’s  

theological thought today.  

Philosophers and theologians who 

   follow the writings of St. Thomas 

often claim the title of “Thomist” for themselves. 

Today, there are many flavors of Thomism, just as 

there are many ways of interpreting Scripture, but at 

a minimum all brands of Thomism flow from the 

writings of St. Thomas as they try to adhere 

faithfully to his core principles.  

 

How does Thomism relate to the Church today? 

Famously, Pope Leo XIII called for a return to the 

teachings of St. Thomas in his encyclical Aeterni 

Patris. He singled out St. Thomas as the supreme 

guide for guarding and defending the truths of the 

Catholic faith. In other words, he is not one 

theologian among many, but an indispensable 

source of wisdom for the Church. We are called to 

learn the writings of St. Thomas because they hold a 

central role in the teaching of the Catholic faith. 

Said differently, the writings of St. Thomas are 

essential for a proper theological formation.  

 

One of the great advantages of Thomism is the 

structure for theological thinking that he provides. 

While the Fathers of the Church can be scattered in 

the topics they treat, St. Thomas gives us a 

systematic way of thinking through theological 

truths. The very ordering of his works such as the 

Summa Theologiae is able to communicate wisdom. 

St. Thomas maintains his fidelity to Sacred 

Scripture and the Fathers of the Church while 

simultaneously presenting the material in such a 

way that properly forms our ability to theologically 

reflect on the truths that God has revealed to us.  

 

St. Thomas’s wholistic and systematic approach to 

theology is invaluable for us because it allows us to 

stand firm in our faith against the attacks of the 

enemy.  
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CHRISTMAS IN 
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Top left, Anchorage nativity scene; top and 

middle right, Kotzebue; remaining pictures, 

Dutch Harbor 



 

   

On the Sleigh Ride 
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MISSION ALASKA 

On the Sleigh Ride: Top: On the road and 

Holy Family, Glennallen; Bottom: St. 

Bernard and Our Lady, Talkeetna. 



 

 

  

Parish Ministries and Groups 
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

Altar Servers 

           Eng/Span. .Fr. Matthew Heynen, 907-646-3006 

Dominican Rite. . .Todd Lindley, 720-462-0858 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion / 

Lectors: English. . . . .  Marianne Berus, 907-248-4707      

  Spanish. . . . . . . .Lupe Ortega, 907-350-2667 

Lit. Art & Environ. . . . . . . . . . Office, 907-276-3455 

Music. Music Dir. . .Kathleen MacLean:970-213-9257 

     2P Spanish. . . . . .. . . . .Juan Ortega, 907-250-2027 

     4P Schola. . . . . . . .  . . .Mario Bird,  907-205-9390 

     6P Choir. . . . . . . . . . .  Liz Janezich, 907-947-8335 

Ushers   English . . . . . . .Deacon Dave, 907-885-9992 

    Spanish . . . . . . . . . .  Jacobo, Carlos Sanchez 

PRAYER 

Adoration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Office, 907-276-3455 

El Shaddai. . . . . . . . . . . .Rowena Carrillo, 907-250-0823 

Prayer Line Requests. . . . . . . . Office, 907-276-3455 

WORKS OF MERCY 

St. Vincent de Paul. .Richard Whitney, 907-330-9637 

Homebound Ministry. . . . . . . . Office, 907-276-3455 

Pioneer Home. . . . . . . . Sheila Barrett, 907-334-9503 

Parish Nurses. . . . . . . .Elizabeth Blair, 907-276-3455 

Prison Ministry. . . . . . . Deacon Dave, 907-885-9992 

SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP 

Knights of Columbus. Manny Lazado, 907-220-6547 

Earth Angels. . . . . Stephanie Van Tuyl, 907-885-9952 

Coffee & Donuts. . . . . . . . . . .  Office, 907-276-3455 

Young Adults. . .Fr. Matthew Heynen, 907-646-3006 

Troops of St. George . .David Syzdek, 907-980-1151 

American Heritage Girls. .  

   Katrina Zimmerman, 907-250-4574 

EVANGELIZATION AND EDUCATION 

Religious Ed. . . . . . . . .Briana Binder,  907-646-3025 

Youth Minister. . . . . . . Angel Pizzuto, 907-206-2419 

OCIA. . . . . . . Deacon Dave Van Tuyl, 907-885-9992 

Women’s Bible Study. . .  

    Katrina Zimmerman, 907-250-4574 

Legion of Mary, Jr. . Meyoung Wolfe, 907-360-0996 

Legion of Mary, Sr. . . . .Robert Bowe, 907-229-3199 

St. Paul’s Corner. . . Bernardette Frost, 907-646-3070 

Catholics Read book group. . . . . . . . ..907-646-3070 

Website/Parish App. . . . . . ..geolochner@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATION 

Society of St. Michael the Archangel 

 David Syzdek. . . securityministry@hfocak.org 

Finance Council. . . . . . . . . .Joe Babka, 907-337-2335 

OTHER RESOURCES 

Project Rachel Healing after Abortion.907-297-7781 

HOLY FAMILY INFORMATION 

 

 

JANUARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

1 – Solemnity of Mary 

25 – Archjdiocesan Catholic Schools 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
Masses 

Sunday: 730 AM, 930 AM, Noon,  

2 PM Spanish, 4 PM Dominican Rite, 6 PM 

Monday – Friday: 8 AM, Noon 

Saturday:  9 AM, 530 PM Vigil 

Confessions 

Monday – Friday: 1130A; Saturday: 830A 

Also, by appointment. Call 907-276-3455 or visit the website 

to contact individual friars at www.hfocak.org. 

Adoration 

Tuesday, 7 – 8 PM; Thursday, 4P – 655P; Friday, 830A – 12P 

First Friday, 830A – 8P.  Hour of Reparation, 7P – 8P 

 

HOLY FAMILY OFFICE 

Parish Dominicans – Contact at 907-276-3455 
Fr. James Junípero Moore, OP  Pastor 

Fr. Matthew Heynen, OP  Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Columban Hall, OP               Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Matthew Wanner, OP  Parochial Vicar 

Br. Anthony Michael Martin  Residency Brother 

Deacons 
Deacon David E. Van Tuyl  Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Gustavo Azpilcueta  Permanent Deacon 

Staff 
Briana Binder, Dir. Religious Education. . . . 907-646-3025 

Mary Beth Bragiel, Office Manager. . . . . . . .907-646-3003 

Karen Chaperon, Bookkeeper. . . . . . . . . . . . .907-646-3004 

Letha Flint, Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .907-276-3455 

Bernardette Frost, Manager, St. Paul’s. . . . . . 907-646-3070 

Anthony Frye, Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 907-276-3455 

Kathleen MacLean, Director of Music. . . . . . 970-213-9257 

Angel Pizzuto, Youth Minister. . . . . . . . . . . . 907-206-2419 

Lael Roberts, Assistant to the Pastor. . . . . . . .907-276-3455 
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http://www.hfocak.org/


 

  

The DOMINICAN Page 
Dominicans Serving Alaska Since 1974 
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Three 

Dominican 

presentations in 

January! Don’t 

miss them. 



 

CHARBEL MAKHLOUF,  

          ____________ 

 

 

Holy Family 

811 West 6th Avenue  

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

  

      ____________ 
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WE’RE           SIEMPRE 
CALLED         ADELANTE 
TO BE          
SAINTS 

SLEIGH RIDE REVIEW 

Fr. Columban Hall, OP 

 

As Br. Anthony and I set out for Trapper Creek on the afternoon of 

Christmas Eve, the sun was already beginning to set, turning the sky 

and clouds to a beautiful rosy orange. By the time we got to Trapper 

Creek, of course, it was dark. And it was cold. It was darker and 

colder in Talkeetna—and it was even colder in Glenallen, reaching  

-32 (a temperature that simply shocked my family, when I told them 

of it). It was dark, and it was cold—but it was Christmas, and we 

went to bring the liturgies of Christmas, and the salvation channeled 

to us by the Sacraments of Christ, and that was worth it. The people, 

and their Christmas joy—worth it. The beauty of the storybook 

mountains of Glenallen—worth it. Mount Drumm rising in cream 

and silver in the brief daylight—worth it. 

 

Christ has come, and the cold is passing away, as the old things are 

passing away. Merry Christmas! 

 

 


