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“ But this year the 25th fell on Sunday, which took precedence over St. Paul. So, it
is worth reflecting on his feast.

Maybe the most bizarre event in all of Christian history is the conversion of Saul of
Tarsus, whom we know as Saint Paul the Apostle. Now, of course, the death and
resurrection of Christ are the center of our faith. But let us consider this from an
outsider’s perspective. There have been many charismatic religious leaders who have
arisen from humble origins forming cults with members worshiping them. Think of the
twentieth century with even some very wickedly bizarre men like Charles Manson, David
Koresh, Jim Jones, and others. At least, on a superficial level, it easy to dismiss Jesus as a
charismatic cult leader with miracle claims.

But how do you explain St. Paul? He was very well-educated guy who was zealous for
the ancestral traditions of his fathers. That patrimony was a legacy spanning thousands of
years, and it meant everything to Paul! He was willing to die for it. He even persecuted
the Church to the point of death to preserve those traditions. In the midst of his
persecution of the Church, all of a sudden world history hit a record scratch moment! He
went from terrorizing the followers of a crucified carpenter to becoming one of them!
And he claimed to have seen Christ himself. And we actually know Paul. Unlike Our
Lord, we get accounts of Paul’s life from Paul himself: “For you have heard of my
former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to
destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people,
so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me
apart before I was born... was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach
him among the Gentiles.” (Galatians 1:15-16)

A mystery in our faith that can be easily overlooked is the shocking reality of the
conversion St. Paul. What on earth would cause such a sudden and radical change in a
man like that? That is a mystery worth reflecting on for the rest of our lives."
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